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Tradicni rodina predstavuje sérii novych
uméleckych objektl sochare, konceptualniho
umeélce a designéra Jakuba Berdycha
Karpelise (1971), vytvofenych na miru pro
prostor Whitebox v GASK. Vitrazové objekty
vznikly kolaZi z tabulového skla a sklenénych
vaz dekorovanych technikou vysokého
smaltu, jehoZ vnimani se postupem let
prom¢nilo, stejné€ jako se promé€nuje role
rodiny. Autor v instalaci reflektuje interiéry
vychodoevropskych domacnosti druhé
poloviny 20. stoleti a tematizuje rodinné
stereotypy i kyCovitost rodinného modelu
stanoveného spole¢nosti jako dobovy normativ.
Instalace nahlizi na tradi¢ni model rodiny jako
na proménlivy a kiehky celek a otevira debatu
o soucasnych mnohotvarnych podobach
rodinnych vztah.

Kompozice sklenénych vitrazovych
objektll glosuje ,tradi¢ni® pojeti instituce
rodiny s jasné€ definovanymi rolemi
a znaky: muz, Zena, dité, domov. Umélecké
zpracovani technikou sklenéné vitraze se
zakomponovanim tradi¢nich sklenénych
vaz s dekorem technikou vysokého smaltu
nabizi novy pohled ,,skrz* zazité dogma
a otevira debatu o formalni riznorodosti
dnes$ni rodiny s flexibilnéjSim pojetim
roli a dlirazem na individualitu. ,Tradi¢ni
rodina“ byla chapana jako pevny model,
zatimco ,soucasna rodina“ je spiSe otevieny,
proménlivy koncept, prizplisobeny Zivotnim
potfebam a moznostem jednotlived. Sklenéné
vazy prorustaji skrze sklenéné objekty jako
analogie k dnes jiz béZnému patchworkovému

rodinnému modelu, ¢imZ autor otevira téma
otevienych vztahi a dalSich pestrych forem.

Vystava ve Whiteboxu je koncepéné
propojena s prezentaci socharského dila
Audience (2017), které je v rAmci projektu
GASK pod $irym nebem (GPSN) umisténo
v zahradach galerie. Dilo vzniklo na pocest
nedoZitych 9o. narozenin Vaclava Havla
(1936-2011) a svym charakterem zve k dialogu
0 hodnotach demokratické spole¢nosti,

k odpovédnosti a oteviené komunikaci.
Specifické umisténi v zahradach zaroven
odkazuje k Havlové divadelni hie Zahradni
slavnost (1963). Piestoze Audience tematicky
primo nenavazuje na vystavu Tradic¢ni rodina,
ob¢ realizace spojuje dliraz na vztahovost,
dialog a spolecensky rozmér lidského souziti

a spole¢né¢ ramuji aktualni prezentaci autorovy
tvorby v GASK.

Predstaveni tvorby Jakuba Berdycha
Karpelise probiha soubézné na tiech riiznych
mistech v GASK - ve vefejném prostoru
zahrad v ramci projektu GPSN, v galerijnim
prostoru Whitebox a v galerijnim Design
shopu, kde je autor zastoupen v ramci
pop-up prezentace designovych produkti
vlastniho studia a znacky Qubus - kuratorky
tak vytvari mnohovrstevnaty obraz jeho
tvorby a zdlGraznuji jeji pranik mezi volnym
umeénim, designem a architekturou. Tento
rozprostreny format prezentace zaroven
symbolicky akcentuje charakter tvorby Jakuba
Berdycha Karpelise, ktery dlouhodobé do
své designérské prace vnasi volné uméni
v domécim i mezinarodnim kontextu.

The Traditional Family presents a series

of new art objects made specifically for
GASK’s Whitebox exhibition space by the
sculptor, conceptual artist and designer
Jakub Berdych Karpelis (1971). In his glass-
panel objects, the artist constructs collages
from sheet glass and glass vases decorated
using the high-enamel technique - a medium
whose perception has shifted over time, much
like the evolving role of the family itself. In
this installation, the artist reflects on the
interiors of Eastern European households

in the second half of the twentieth century,
addressing family stereotypes and the

kitsch embedded in the socially prescribed
normative model of the period. The
installation looks at the traditional model

of the family as a changing, fragile unit, and
opens up discussion regarding today’s wide
range of family models.

The composition made from glass panel
objects comments on the traditional concept
of the family as an institution with clearly
defined roles and symbols: man, woman,
child, home. Berdych Karpelis’s artistic
interpretation of this theme using glass
panels and traditional glass vases decorated
using the high-enamel technique presents
anew look ‘through’ established dogma and
opens up discussion regarding the wide
range of family models today, with their
emphasis on individuality and on a more
flexible understanding of people’s roles. The
‘traditional family’ was understood as a fixed
model, while the ‘contemporary family’ is
a more open, flexible concept, adapted to the
needs and abilities of its individual members.

Pierced as they are by glass vases, the glass-
panel objects are a metaphor for patchwork
families, open relationships and other
colourful family models.

Conceptually, the Whitebox exhibition
relates to Audience (2017), a sculpture by the
same artist installed in the gallery’s gardens
as part of the Open-air GASK project. The
sculpture, made in honour of what would
have been the ninetieth birthday of former
president Vaclav Havel (1936-2011), invites
viewers to engage in a dialogue on the values
of democratic society, responsibility and open
communication. Its installation in the GASK
gardens can also be seen as a reference to
Havel’s play The Garden Party (1963). Although
Audience and The Traditional Family are not
thematically related, both works share an
emphasis on relationships, dialogue and the
social dimension of human co-existence and
thus perfectly frame GASK’s presentation of
this artist.

The presentation of Berdych
Karpelis’s works at three different GASK
venues - the public space of the gardens
as part of the Open-air GASK project, the
Whitebox exhibition space and the Design
Shop sales outlet, where he is represented by
a pop-up presentation of designer products
of his Qubus studio and label - creates
a multilayered picture of his work that
emphasises his combination of art, design
and architecture. This broad format also
symbolically accentuates the character of
his practice, which has long involved the
incorporation of fine art into his design work
on the domestic as well as international level.

Kuratorky / Exhibition curators: Veronika MareSova & Marcela Strakova
Spoluprace / Cooperation: Tynda Bake$ & Kolektiv Ateliers (Zdenék Kudlagek)

Komentovana prohlidka s autorem a kuratorkami: 18. 4. 2026 v 16.00 v ramci JARO-DESIGN-GASK
Komentovana prohlidka s autorem a kuratorkami: 15. 5. 2026 18.15 v ramci Muzejni noci



Jakub Berdych Karpelis (*1971, Praha),
konceptualni umélec a designér, pavodnim
zamérenim kamenosochar s praxi v restaurovani
a filmové scénografii, jehoz tvorba je definovana
propojovanim uzitého a volného uméni. V roce
2002 stal za zalozenim prvni eské prodejni
galerie designu Qubus, ze které pozdéji

s Maximem Vel¢ovskym vytvofili dnes uz
legendarni stejnojmenné studio a znacku. Ve své
autorské praxi pracuje predevsim s tradi¢nimi
materidly, jako jsou sklo, kdmen a porcelan.

Pro jeho rukopis je typické precizni femesiné
zpracovani kombinované s nadsazkou, ironii

a kritickym spole¢enskym komentaiem a také
propojovéani designu a volného uméni. Plsobeni
studia Qubus rozsitil v roce 2008 o galerijni design
shop DOX by Qubus, kde plsobi jako umélecky
feditel. V roce 2012 ziskal za svou kolekci €erného
foukaného skla Updated ocenéni Elle Decoration
Award EDIDA, showroom a prvni ¢esky design
shop Qubus a sestersky galerijni obchod DOX

by Qubus jsou drziteli ocenéni Nejlepsi obchod
Czech Grand Design (2006, 2008) a Jakub sém
byl nékolikrat napfi¢ kategoriemi nominantem
ceny Czech Grand Design, cen Designbloku

a dalSich. Jeho mezinarodné prezentované
portfolio zahrnuje jak funkéni objekty s vyraznou
autorskou nadséazkou, tak limitované edice

a unikatni umeélecka dila. Kromé konceptualniho
a produktového designu se vénuje také realizacim
v oblasti interiérového designu, architekture
vystav a Qubus Design Studio od roku 2018
zastupuje a zastituje i jeho volnou tvorbu

a prilezitostné zve ke spolupraci dalsi umélce

a designéry. Jeho kolekce se jiz na poc¢atku jeho
tvorby predstavily v Moss Gallery New York

nebo byly v zastoupeni Mint Gallery London

a je zastoupen také v domacich i zahrani¢nich
sbirkach, v&etn& Uméleckoprimyslového musea
v Praze, Moravskeé galerie v Brné ¢i Pinakothek der
Moderne v Mnichové. Je také autorem vizualni
podoby nékolika ocenéni, napfiklad literarni ceny
Magnesia Litera. V letech 2017-2019 plsobil jako
pedagog na prazské vytvarné skole Scholastika

a v roce 2022 na Pilchuck Glass School.

GASK - Galerie Stfedoc¢eského kraje, p.o.
Barborska 51-53, Kutna Hora

Otevieno utery az nedéle 10-18 hod.

O www.gask.cz

The work of Jakub Berdych Karpelis (*1971,
Prague), a conceptual artist and designer who
started out as a stonemason engaged in art
restoration and work on film sets, is characterised
by a combination of fine and applied art. In 2002
he founded Qubus, the Czech Republic’s first
sales gallery for design, which he and Maxim
Veléovsky have managed to turn into a now-
legendary studio and brand. In his fine art
practice, he works primarily with traditional
materials such as glass, stone and porcelain.

His distinctive style blends fine art with design
and meticulous craftsmanship with hyperbole,
irony and critical social commentary. In 2008

he expanded the Qubus studio’s activities to
include the DOX by Qubus gallery design shop,
of which he is artistic director. His collection of
black blown glass Updated earned him the 2012
EDIDA Elle Decoration Award; his showroom

and first Czech design shop Qubus and its sister
gallery shop DOX by Qubus are recipients of

the Shop of the Year Award from Czech Grand
Design (2006, 2008); and Jakub himself has been
nominated for numerous awards across multiple
categories by Czech Grand Design, Designblok
and other organisations. His internationally
exhibited portfolio includes distinctly original and
stylistically exaggerated functional objects as
well as limited editions and one-of-a-kind works
of art. Besides conceptual and product design,
he also works in the field of interior design and
exhibition architecture. He has sold his fine art
through the Qubus Design Studio since 2018 and
occasionally invites other artists and designers
to work with him. His early collections were
shown at the Moss Gallery in New York, have
been represented by London’s Mint Gallery

and can also be found in domestic and foreign
collections, including the Museum of Decorative
Arts in Prague, the Moravian Gallery in Brno and
the Pinakothek der Moderne in Munich. Jakub
has also designed numerous awards, including
the Magnesia Litera literature award. He taught at
Prague’s Scholastika art school in 2017-2019 and
at the Pilchuck Glass School in 2022.
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